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1 . The Office action is in response to the request for CPA filed October 27, MM with 
amendment and new references. Claims 1-45 are pending. 

New rejections 

2. NONE. 

3. Claims 1-45 are allowed. 

4. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The Examiner had 
previously indicated that the claims distinguished over the prior art because they recited a method 
and apparatus using passive transponders in a well environment. Such limitations were not known 
by the prior art of record at the time. The newly cited references (Kelly and Savage) teach the use 
of passive transponders located on a drill string. These references, however, do not anticipate or 
make obvious the previous claims or the newly added claims. Kelly and Savage teach the location 
of passive transponders on sections of drill pipe to determine when these sections have been 
added to the drill string and to determine the length of the drill string along with other parameters. 
The reader for such a system, however, is stationary and monitors the sections of pipe as it moves 
past the reader. The claims in the instant application recites a method and apparatus where the 
passive transponders are at fixed and known locations with the drill string and the reader is a tool 
that is moved within such an environment. The passive transponders permit the user to locate the 
position of the tool within a pipe with many sections. Thus, the function is entirely different from 
that shown in the cited references. 
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Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 



5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Albert Wong whose telephone number is 703-305-8884. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Monday-Thursday from 8:30-6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by phone are unsuccessful, the examiners supervisor 
Mike Horabik can be reached on 703-305-4704. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should be 
directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is 703-305-4700. 

6. Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

or faxed to: 

703-308-9051, (for formal communications intended for entry) 

Or: 

703-305-3988 (for informal or draft communications, please label 
"PROPOSED" or "DRAFT") 
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Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2121 Crystal 
Drive, Arlington. VA., Sixth Floor (Receptionist). 




ALBERT K. WONG 
January 11,2001 
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Similar language appearing in any attachments to the Notice of Allowability, 
such as in an Examiner's Amendment/Comment or in a Notice of 
Draftperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948, is also to be ignored. 
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